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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 135 


[Abstract:] Relative to semi monthly Payments of wages. 


Treasury Department, 
Bureau of the Mint, 
Washington, D.C., 
August 5, 1885 


Sir: 


My attention has been called to the fact that the lower grades of employees of your Mint 
suffer hardship in consequence of being paid only once a month. 


In view of the fact that the matter of obtaining credit is somewhat difficult to most of 
these people and that in cases where it is extended the tradesman, to protect himself, invariable 
charges more for his merchandise than would be asked if payment was made in cash it seems to 
me only just that they should be paid at shorter intervals. I therefore think it advisable unless 
there is some reason to the contrary of which I am not informed, that at least, the workmen, 
laborers and adjusters of your mint be paid semi-monthly. Payment in this Department are made 
in this manner and it is believed that clerks, generally, are greatly benefited thereby. I will be 
pleased to hear from you upon this subject and if there is no serious objection I will authorize the 
system of semi-monthly payments to be adopted. 


Very respectfully, 
Jas. P. Kimball 
Director 


Daniel M. Fox Esq. 
Supt. Mint U.S. 
Philadelphia Pa. 


